
As an effort to confront these issues the Isibani Community 
Centre, invited 30 boys  to participate in a Boys Camp. This 
was an exciting and yet a very informative  time for the 
boys, 15 of which came from Ekwaluseni High School in 
Bergville and the other 15 from Nthathakusa High School in 
Winterton. The boys spent 4 nights and 5 days at an out-
door pursuit's centre where they were split into groups of 
6, each with their own group leader, a local man from their 
own community.

The aim of the camp was to provide the boys with valuable 
knowledge, information that is relevant to their lives and 
necessary skills they can implement in their communities. 
The camp was a balance between outdoor activities, games 
and well organized sessions facilitated by the local men 

The exhilaration of climbing. The Boys are faced 
with some of their fears of heights, but the 
challenge also brought smiles to their faces.

Greystone Camp – Estcourt/ KZN

Boys Camp Success
The deterioration of important traditional values  in our 
community, sparks high levels of rape, abuse, teenage 
pregnancy as well as an increase in school drop outs, al-
coholism and drug abuse. These challenges face the youth 
of our community and they often have no comprehension 
of the difference between acceptable and unacceptable be-
havior. And as a result of a lack of positive role models or 
guidance in their lives they degenerate into a life of crime 
and abuse. 



who played vital roles as counselors to the boys.  Sessions 
about Good Communication, Relationships, HIV/AIDS, Deci-
sion Making and Goal Setting and many others topics, were 
the thread through the whole camp,  to bring awareness 
and help prevent social issues faced by both the boys and 
the community. And as a result of the the camp the enthu-
siastic boys will present a drama at their schools, to share 
the knowledge and impact their peers. 

The success of this camp was not determined by the ex-
pert survey of the team members who brought this camp 
together, but its success was determined by the boys them-
selves. Their positive behavior, their willingness to learn 
more and their corporation and participation in every as-
pect of the camp demonstrated the need for camps of this 
sort. 

A great amount of support came from the local churches, lo-
cal businesses, local community members and international 
sponsors.  All this also could have not been possible wit-
hout the contribution of the boys themselves, who  helped 
to raise funds by being part of a car wash. A heart warming 
thank you goes out to all who have supported this camp 

in anyway. And in gratitude creative thank you cards were 
made by each boy for all the sponsors. 

Here is some interesting feedback from the boys:
“ All I can say is that everything in this Camp was good for 
me and I enjoyed the time here.”
 “I learned how to respect, to be trusted and to be honest,  
 when I leave this place I will be a different person.”
“I wish that our supporters may organise another camp for 
us to carry on learning more and more.”
 “I like to say that the camp was very important to us. 
 Thank you for all!”
“The best things where the sessions, we leanred a lot for 
our lifes, we had fun with playing games and it makes me 
wish that we may come back or stay here forever.”
 “The best was that we could ask any question.”
“At home I will use all the information I got at the camp to 
be a responsible young boy.”

The positive outcome of this event has only motivated  
more passion towards the Isibani team to carry on with 
such programs in future.
By Rodrick de-Bathe

Right: Teambuilding 
games on the Adventure 

area of the Camp.

Traditional storytelling, marsh-
mallow roasting and dancing 
around the campfire.

On arrival the boys 
prepared themselves for 
their groups and orienta-
ted of the Camp rules.

Left: The boys presenting 
their group work after the 
drug and alcohol session.


